Armaments and Fortresses

which would suit Berlin but which would be disastrous for
Italy.

Yesterday I saw Jagow who is already worn out and talks
only of the infernal life to which he has been delivered up
and which he won't be able to stand for any length of
time. . . .

Berlin, gth March, 1913.

Armaments are being pushed forward as though we were
already at war. They are going to build a line of gigantic
fortresses on the Russian frontier and increase those already
so numerous on the French. People only talk of that and
everyone is promising to contribute money as if the country
were in danger. We are breathing an atmosphere of verit-
able madness and there is no explanation. It seems to me
none of this is going to contribute to Germany's happiness.
If it were necessary to make great sacrifices to get rid of
Napoleon in 1813 there is no necessity to begin again and
amplify them in 1913. Germany is at war with no-one,
and no-one is tanking of attacking her. One only begs
that she won't attack others.

I have a sort of feeling that all these troubles spring from
Kiderlen's stupid policy. When he saw that the Agadir boat
had missed fire and that the Moroccan business ended in a
climb-down he looked for means to save appearances. It
was he who invented the formation of two new army corps
last Summer, and it was this idea which brought about that
of the three new ones they are wanting to form now. The
taxation necessary to produce the capital of a milliard which
they are demanding from us at once will be a year's whole
revenue from our possessions and one asks oneself how one
will be able to feed during the year. It seems to me that
the country is heading straight for bankruptcy. When last
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